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CHAPTER 1.
RAIL ROAD GRANT.
AN ACT to accept of the grant and carry into execution the trust conferred
upon the State of lowa, by an act of Congress entitled an act making a

grant of lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the con-
struction of Rail Roads in said State, approved May 15th, 1806

Sorrox 1. Be 4t enacted by the General Assembly qf the Grant accep-

State of lowa, That the lands, rights, powers and privileges,
granted to, and conferred upon, the State of Iowa, by the
act of Congress entitled ‘‘an act making a grant of lands to
the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the con-
struction of Rail Roads, in said State, approved May 15th
1856,” be and the same are hereby accepted upon the terms,
conditions and restrictions, contained in said act of Con-
gress.

Skc. 2. That so much of the lands interest, nghts
powers and privileges, as are or may be granted and
conterred, in pursuance of the act of Congress aforesaid, to
aid in the construction of a Rail Road from Burlington on
the Mississippi river to a point on Missouri, near the mouth
of Platte river, are hereby disposed of, granted and confer-
red upon the Burlington and Missouri River Rail Road
Company, a body corporate, created and existing under the
laws of the State of Iowa.
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Sec. 3. That so much of the lands, interest, rlghts, POW-To Mississippi

ers and privileges as are or may be granted and conferred,
in pursiance of the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the
ponstruction of a Railroad from Davenport via. Jowa City
and Ft. Des Moines to Council Bluffs, are hereby disposed
of, granted and conferred to and upon the Mississippi and
Missouri Rail Road Company, a body corporate, created and
gxisting under the laws of the State of Iowa.
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Sec. 4. That so much of the lands, interest, rights, pow-
ers and privileges as are or may be granted and conferred,
in pursuance of the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the
construction of a Rail Road from Lyons City northwesterly
to & point of intersection with the main line of the Iowa
Central Air Line Rail Road near Maquoketa, thence on
said main line, running as near as practicable to the forty-
second parallel, across the said State to the Missouri river,
are hereby disposed of, granted and confeired to and upon
the Iowa Central Air Line Rail Road Company, a body cor-
porate, created and existing under the laws of the State of
Towa. ‘ : .

Swo. 5. That so much of the lands, interest, righ's, powers
and privileges as'zrc or may begranted and conferred, inpur-
suance of the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the construe-
tion of a Raidl Road from the City of Dubuque to a point on
the Missouri river at or near Sioux City, with a branch from
the mouth of the Tete Des Morts to the nearest point on
said road, to be completed as soon as the main line is com-
pleted to that point, are hereby disposed of) ‘granted and
conferred to and upon the Dubuque and Pacitic Rail Road
Company, a body corporate, ereated and exisiing under the
laws of the Statc of Iowa. .

Sec, 6. The lines and routes of the several roads above
described shall be definitely fixed and lecated on or before
the first day of April next, afibr the passage of this act, and
maps or plots, showing such lines and routcs, sliall be filed
in the office ot the Governor of the State of Iowa, and also
in the office of the Secretary of State of the State of Towa.
It shall be the duty of the Governor, afier cffixing his offi-
cial signature, to file such map in the Department having
the control of the public land in Washington; such Iocation
being considercd final only so far as to fix the limit and
boundary within which lands may, be selected; and if it
shall appear that the lands that have been donated by the
act of Congress aforesaid, for the construction of the several
lines above indicated, cannot be obtained by said compa- |
nies within the limits and along any part ¢f the line . afore-
said, the Governor shall from time to time appoint agents to -
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make such selections as may be authorized or granted by Agents
Congress for the lines aforesaid; but the compensation of

such agents and the costs, expenses and charges attendant

upon and occasioned by inaking such selections, shall be
fixed, regulated, paid and borne by each of said Rail Road
Compa,meb respectively, upon and for its own line.

Skc. 7. The Iowa Central Air Line Rail Roa‘d'Oompany Braneh.
shall furnish, equip and operate the branch of their Rail
Road that will be constructed under this grant from Lyons
City to the point of intersection with the main line of their
road near Maquoketa, in the same manner with their main
line from the west, and as completely as though the same
was a continuation of said main line, and shall never give
any preference to the main line of said roady or any part
thereof, as defined in their articles of incorporation, by bus-
iness arrangements, taviff of prices, or otherwise, over the
said branch to their Railroad. ) .

Sec. 8. The grants aforesaid are made to cach of said oaditions.
companies respectively, upon the the, express condition, that
in case cither of such Railroad Companies shall fail to have
completed and eqnipped seventy-five miles of its road with-
in three years from Gie fivst dav cf December next, thirty
miles in sddition i c.ch yvear \hexeattel for five years, and .
the remainder of their whole line of IO;ld in one year there-
after, or on the first of December, A. D., 1865, then and in
that case it shall be comnpetent for the State of Towa to re-
sume all rights conferred by this act upon the company so
failing, and to resume all rights to the lands hereby granted
and remaining undisposed of by the company so failing to
have the lengih of road completed in manner and time as
aforesaid. -

Sec. 9. The Roads aforesaid shall be constructed upon aGuage of road.
guage with a width of four feet, eight and one-half inches,
and the iron used in the track shall be of approved quality
and pattern, and the said Roads shall be completed and fin-
ished in a style and of a quality equal to the average of otHer
first class western roads, and when the Roads, or any of Stvie and
then, authorized to be constructed by this act, shall be in- q{,l:li:;\
,sersected by the roads of any other Railroad Company now
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construted, or hereafter to be constructed, it shall be the
duty of such Road or Roads, receiving the benefit of
this act, to furnish all proper and reasonable facilities and
to 30111 such other company in making all necessary cross-
ing8, turnouts, sidelings and switches, and other convenien-
ces necessary for the transportation of all freight and pas-
sengers over either or any road or reads hereby mutually
accommodated, whether said passengers or freight are
brought by the roads benefitted by this aet, or any other
road or roads now constracted, or which may hereafter be

Rates 1muted.constructed and at such rates as shall not in any case ex-
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ceed the regular tariff of charges on such road or reads.

Skc. 10. All persons, who at the time said grant was
made, held valid claims by actually occupation and im-
provement upon any of the lands embraced in said grant,
shall be protected in the same, and entitled to purchase and
enter the same upon the terms and conditions hereinaf- ter
provided.

Skc. 11.  Any person, wishing to avail himself of the
provisions of this act, shall within three months of the pas-
sage thereof, file his application for that purpose with the
Judge of the county where such lands may be situate, and
shall prove to the satisfaction of said Judge that his claim
is valid, and that the same existed at the time said grant
was made; ‘and upon such proof being made, such Judge
shall give to the applicant a certificate of the fact, and such
certificate shall entitle the holder or his bone fide assignee to
enter such land at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per
acre; Provided, that no person, claimant, or the assignee of
a claim, shall be entitled to more than one hundred and
sixty acres of land under this act; And provided further,
That the person asserting a claim, whether as claimant or
assignee, shall file his affidavit that he has not either direct-
ly or indirectly received the benefits of the provisions of this
act. Before any rights shall be acquired under such certifi-
cate, a copy of the same together with the evidence shall be
served on the secretary of the company interested, and such
company shall have the right to appeal from the decision of
such Judge to the District Court, in the same manner ss
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appeals are taken from the decisions of Justice of the Peace
at any time within ninety days after the service of such
papers, and the same shall be tried a8 other appeal cases,
and an appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court by either
party, in the same manner as appeals in’other cases.

Sec. 12. Such certificate on being filed with the secre-
tary of the company upon whose line of Road such lands

Certifieate. *

may be situate, when no appeal has been taken as lerein .

provided,shall entitle the holder or his assignee to the posses-
sion of said land, until the title shall become vested in the
company ; upon payment thereafter to the Treasurer of
the Company for said land at the price above designated,
such person shall receive from the Secretary of the Compa-
ny a patent to such land, not exceeding in quantity one
bundred and sixty acres. .Such deed or patentshall vest in
the purchaser all the title of said company in and to such
lands, except so far as to reserve to the company all such
right of way and station grounds as may be actually neces-
sary for the uses of the company.

Skc. 18. The said companies shall each severally assent
to and accept the provisions of this act, by a written instru-
ncent, under the seal of such corparation, with the signa-
tures of the proper officers, within ninety days after the pas-
erage of this act, which said acceptance shall be filed in the
office of the Secretary of State, and be by the Secretary re-
corded in the book by him kept for the recording of articles
of agsociation. . .

Skc. 14. Said Rail Road Companies, accepting the pro-
visions of this act, shall at all times be subject to such rules
and regulations as may from time to time be enacted and
provided for by the General Assembly of Iowa, not incon-
eistent with the provisions of this act, and the act of Con-
gress making the grant. C

Sec. 15, It shall be the duty of the companies receiving
the benefits of this act, to make a regular annual report of
their proceedings at the usual time and place of electing
their officers, exhibiting a detailed statement, as far as prae-
tieable, of the amount of their expenditures, liabilities, &c.,
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a copy of which shall be filed in the office of the Secretary
of State.

Suc. 16.  Be it further enacted, That any of said compa-
niés accepting the grants of lands under this act, shall take
the same with the conditions imposed and incumbrances
specified in this act, and shall in no event have any claim
or recourse whatever upon the State of Iowa, for a misap-
plication of gaid grant, incumberances or conditions in this
act imposed.

Take effect.  SrC. 17. This aet shall take effect and be in force from
and after its publication in the Towa Capital Reporter, and
Towa City Republican.
Arrrovep, July 14th, 1856.

Goaditions.

"1 eertify that the foregoing act was published in the Iowa Capital Repor-
ter and Iowa City Republican on the 16th day of July, 1856.
GLO W. McCLEARY,
Scerdtary of State.

CHAPTER 2.

COURT IN MUSCATINE.

AN ACT to amend an act entitled an act fixing the boundaries of the several
Judicial Distriets, and the time of holding Courts therein, approved, Janu--
ary 22nd, 1853.

Repeal. Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the General dssemlly of the
" State of Towa, That so much of section fificen of the act spec-
ified in the title of this act, as requires one tekm of the Dis-
‘prict Court to be held in Muscatine coun'y, on the “Fourth
Monday after the first Monday in April,” be repealed, and
that said court be and the same is hereby required to be
held on the fourth Monday after fourth Monday in April.

Time of term.

Suits ot to SEC- 2. That no suits, pleas, indictments, process, or pro-

be discontin- ceedings, shall be quashed or discontinued in-consequence

uedorquash-of the change of times of holding the term of eourt herein
before referred to.




